244                    HOISTING MACHINERY.
1                                    tinuous or multiphase currents are suitable for single motor
cranes.     For   multi-motor cranes the continuous current series wound motor runs fast with a light, and slowly with
||                                    a heavy, load.     But the motor will race if the  load  is
P                                    suddenly thrown off,   while  the  three-phase motor under
j i                                     these  conditions  will  show little alteration in speed.    It
'                                     should therefore generally be adopted.
ij     i                                   An electric generating plant is now so indispensable in
[i    j                               firms, that the old objections to electric cranes no longer
\ t                                     hold good; in addition to which, the areas of public supply
!|;                                     companies cover the majority of instances, and are still in-
11                                     creasing rapidly.   Pneumatic cranes require an air compress-
(:            *                        ing plant, but this is not a large affair, and such a plant
j     |                               becomes  almost indispensable in  most works for other
k\                                     machines besides cranes, such as portable drills, chippers,
11      -j                             caulkers, .hose-pipes for foundry use, &c.
l!|    <                                   The question of hoisting machinery is thus seen to be
J     j                               fast becoming a part of the broader question of the power
equipment of works, and this has and will continue to have modifying influences in the working out of crane designs.
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